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WILL COUNTY DIVISION 
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Public Meeting for 
Laraway Road

April 14, 2021
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM

Virtual

The Will County Division of Transportation (WCDOT) welcomes you to this Second Public 
Meeting concerning the proposed improvement of Laraway Road (CH 74) from Cedar Road 
(CH 4) to US Route 45 (LaGrange Road), a 4.5-mile stretch located in the Villages of Frankfort 
and New Lenox, Will County, Illinois.

We invite you to view the audio-visual presentation and inspect the project exhibits depicting 
the proposed improvements to Laraway Road on this website. Your questions and comments 
are important to this project and you are encouraged to submit them on this website or provide 
them to the project team during the meeting. In addition, written questions or comments 
should be directed to the WCDOT and mailed to the address shown on the last page of this 
brochure. In order for your correspondence to become a part of the official record of this Public 
Meeting, it should be received by the WCDOT by April 28, 2021.

Welcome

The WCDOT has undertaken a Phase I Preliminary Engineering and Environmental Study for the 
improvement of Laraway Road from Cedar Road on the west to LaGrange Road on the east, a 
distance of approximately 4.5 miles. The intent of the study is to assess the transportation prob-
lems, identify and analyze solutions, and evaluate the environmental impacts of the solutions. 
The purpose of today’s meeting is to present the proposed improvement plan for the project 
area and provide the opportunity for public input from anyone affected by, or concerned with, 
the Laraway Road project.

Laraway Road - Phase I Process
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The existing roadway is mostly a rural cross-section with open ditch drainage, 
and one lane of travel in each direction. Two lanes of travel in each direction 
have already been constructed from Cedar Road to east of Calistoga Drive where 
there will be a project omission. Traffic signals are present at eight intersections 
including Cedar Road, Spencer Road, Schoolhouse Road, Tower Lane, Scheer 
Road/Elise Boulevard, Owens Road, Wolf Road, and LaGrange Road. The Norfolk 
Southern Railroad tracks cross Laraway with an at-grade protected crossing 
near the project’s west limit. Metra also uses these tracks, with access via 
the commuter station at Calistoga Drive. There are only intermittent existing 
pedestrian and bicycle facilities throughout the project corridor.

Existing ConditionsPurpose of Meeting
• Present the proposed improvement plan

• Describe the changes that have 
occurred since the first Public Meeting

• Provide an opportunity for residents, 
business owners, and other interested 
persons to ask questions and submit 
comments to the project team

The proposed improvement plan for Laraway Road calls for adding a through 
lane in each direction and a center curbed grassed median with median 
openings and left turn lanes at many of the crossroad intersections. This will 
result in a four-lane roadway with two lanes in each direction. Intersection 
improvements are also proposed at signalized crossroads such as additional 
right and left turn lanes, including dual left turn lanes, at some locations. 
Roadway curbs will be provided at the outside edges of pavement with a new 
underground storm sewer system provided to collect and convey stormwater 
runoff to the outfalls. A detention pond is proposed at the northeast corner of 
the intersection at LaGrange Road to maintain project outflow rates so as not 
to worsen downstream flooding. Space will be provided for a sidewalk along 
both sides of Laraway Road.  If the municipalities desire other accommodations, 
such as bike paths, this can be discussed and modifications to the plan can be 
made. The actual construction of the sidewalk, and/or any potential bikepath 
with the new roadway, would be contingent upon funding participation by the 
local municipalities or other agencies. 

Proposed Improvement Plan
Meeting Topics
• Existing conditions

• The proposed improvement plan

• Next steps

At the first Public Meeting, the proposed barrier median restricted access to right-in/right–out at the intersection of Rachel Ridge 
Drive. An access analysis has been performed and the intersection will now have a median opening providing full right and left turn 
access. The intersection of Ledgestone Way will also have a median opening similar to Rachel Ridge Drive. A traffic signal warrant 
analysis was performed and a new traffic signal will be provided at Heritage Drive just west of LaGrange Road. 

Changes Since the First Public Meeting

The Laraway Road project will have some environmental impacts. Trees will be removed, wetlands will be filled, and traffic noise will 
increase in some areas along the corridor. Mitigation measures are proposed for these impacts. Trees removed will be replaced on 
a 1:1 ratio. Credits will be purchased in a regional wetland bank to mitigate for wetland impacts. Wetland mitigation is typically at 
a greater than 1:1 acre ratio. A traffic noise study was performed and mitigation in the form of noise abatement walls was found to 
be reasonable and feasible at two locations along the project. Both are along the north side of Laraway Road with one just east of 
Spencer Road and the other just west of Wolf Road. Viewpoints will be solicited from those residences who would be benefitted by 
these walls to assess whether they are desired as part of this project or not. Based on these viewpoints, a final decision will be made 
as to the inclusion of these walls in the proposed project. An example of what a potential noise wall along Laraway Road would look 
like is depicted in the photo on the bottom right of this page.

Environmental Issues

Proposed Typical Cross-Section - Laraway Road



After today’s Public Meeting, the proposed 
improvement plan will be refined and finalized. 
Project Reports will be processed to the Illinois 
Department of Transportation and the Federal 
Highway Administration for approval. In the next 
phase of the project (Phase II), design plans will 
be prepared, permits will be secured, and land 
acquisition will take place. The first two sections 
of this project that will move into this next 
phase are from Calistoga Drive to Spencer Road 
and at the LaGrange Road intersection. The final 
phase (Phase III) is the actual construction of the 
improvements. Construction is anticipated for 
these two sections in 2025 and 2026, dependent 
upon fund availability and project readiness. 

Written comments regarding the project may 
be submitted on the project website (www.
LarawayRoadCorridor.com), provided on-line 
during the Public Meeting, or mailed to the WILL 
COUNTY DIVISION OF TRANSPORTATION no 
later than April 29, 2021 to be included as part 
of the record of this Public Meeting.

Correspondence should be addressed to:

Will County Division of Transportation
Attn:  Ms. Christina Kupkowski, PE
 Phase I Project Manager
 16841 W. Laraway Road
 Joliet, IL 60433

The Will County Division of Transportation is responsible for the planning, 
design, construction, and maintenance of the 265 miles of county highways 
and bridges. In addition, the Division of Transportation provides technical 
assistance to all 23 township highway commissioners and is the lead agency 
for township projects constructed or maintained with Motor Fuel Tax funding.

The staff works closely with local citizens and agencies, as well as with the 
Federal Highway Administration, the Illinois Department of Transportation, the 
Illinois State Toll Highway Administration, the Chicago Metropolitan Agency 
for Planning, the Regional Transportation Authority, and the Will County 
Governmental League on various local and regional transportation projects.

The 2021 - 2026 Transportation Plan (The Plan) exists as a planning tool for Will 
County, Local Agencies, and the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) to 
coordinate planning, design, and construction activities within Will County. The 
Plan endeavors to meet the needs of the motoring public and the demands of 
previous and future development while providing acceptable transportation 
performance and protecting environmental and natural resources. 

Will County expects residential, commercial, and industrial growth to continue 
and the County Highway system will see increasing travel demands as a result 
of this growth. Planning for this growth is an ongoing process consisting of a 
continual evaluation by the WCDOT in conjunction with municipal coordination. 
Items listed within the Plan include projects which address preservation of the 
existing system, safety, expansion to accommodate current travel demands, 
and upgrades to the system for future growth and current safety standards.

The online information source for the Will County Division of Transportation can be found 
at http://www.willcountyillinois.com/County-Offices/Economic-Development/
Division-of-Transportation.

General Information
Will County Division of Transportation

Next Steps

Questions, Comments 
+ Information 

http://www.larawayroadcorridor.com
http://www.larawayroadcorridor.com
http://www.willcountyillinois.com/County-Offices/Economic-Development/Division-of-Transportation
http://www.willcountyillinois.com/County-Offices/Economic-Development/Division-of-Transportation

